
 

 

  
March 13, 2026 

 

RELEASE OF THE UPDATED MEDICARE OUTPATIENT OBSERVATION NOTICE 
(MOON)  

 
SUMMARY OF NOTIFICATION 
 
The Office of Management and Budget approved the updated Medicare Outpatient Observation 
Notice (MOON) for 3 years. CMS improved the notice’s readability and design. The new version 
is posted in English and Spanish on CMS’ BNI webpage.  
 
 
KEY DETAILS 
 
The updated MOON is effective now and expires February 28, 2029.  
 
Providers who have existing stock of the expired MOON may continue to use the expired 
version until April 20, 2026, but must transition to the updated form no later than that date.  
 
Providers are required to deliver a MOON to Medicare beneficiaries (including health plan 
enrollees) informing them that they are outpatients receiving observation services and are not 
inpatients of a hospital or critical access hospital (CAH).  
 
For additional instructions, see Section 400, of Chapter 30 of the CMS Claims Processing 
Manual, available at: /Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Downloads/clm104c30.pdf 
(PDF)  
 
Questions regarding any of the Original Medicare (also called Fee for Service) BNI notices, the 
Medicare Advantage notices, and the MOON can be submitted at: https://appeals.lmi.org 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Please review the updated documents below for your reference.  

• MOON_2026_Large Print Version 

• MOON_2026_Spanish  

• MOON_2026_v508 (Word) 

• MOON_2026_v508 (PDF) 

• MOON_Instructions_2026 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cms.gov/medicare/forms-notices/beneficiary-notices-initiative__;!!DVgenew!HBbJRW9QxQ504N_ZOV8YV8qpjSHljnaV5yYk-CL9knPxHSd1D5MKHfv1ymFcwGW75uET-ahRzLrl5WLuU7nBv1DJudfuGQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cms.gov/regulations-and-guidance/guidance/manuals/downloads/clm104c30.pdf__;!!DVgenew!HBbJRW9QxQ504N_ZOV8YV8qpjSHljnaV5yYk-CL9knPxHSd1D5MKHfv1ymFcwGW75uET-ahRzLrl5WLuU7nBv1CW2N3c6g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cms.gov/regulations-and-guidance/guidance/manuals/downloads/clm104c30.pdf__;!!DVgenew!HBbJRW9QxQ504N_ZOV8YV8qpjSHljnaV5yYk-CL9knPxHSd1D5MKHfv1ymFcwGW75uET-ahRzLrl5WLuU7nBv1CW2N3c6g$
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fappeals.lmi.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBrenda.Jason%40CommunityHealthChoice.org%7Cd7f1531139c84c9803dc08de80696a48%7Cc9a689896394435fafc63246457eabc1%7C0%7C0%7C639089387443598139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oP%2FPVlVhUn9FsnliB61fFZJXoMZ0xkUUlcu2v4WiSbc%3D&reserved=0
https://provider.communityhealthchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/03/MOON-2026-Large-Print-Version.docx
https://provider.communityhealthchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/03/MOON-2026-Spanish.pdf
https://provider.communityhealthchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/03/MOON-2026-v508.docx
https://provider.communityhealthchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/03/MOON-2026-v508.pdf
https://provider.communityhealthchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/03/MOON-Instructions-2026.pdf
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